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* Richer news reading experience:
TellMeMore augments news stories
by presenting snippets of additional
information covered by other
sources on the same news event.

 Additional information: people,
places, organizations (Actors);
Quantifiers and Quotes.

» Editorial decisions to display new
information become clear.
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Blair: | believed 45-minute weapons claim ‘beyond
doubt’ - CNN.com
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Londaon, England (CHM) -- Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair said he fully believed his
pre-war claim that Irag was capable of launching chemical and biological weapons within 45
minutes,

"I did believe it, franklv, bevond doubt," Blair testified Fridav before an inquiry into Britain's
involvemen tin the 2003 U.5.-led invasion.

Blair said Fridav that concern over lrag's ambitions to develop weapons of mass destruction
had been the main factor behind Britain's decizion to back the war.

But he admitted Washington and London had different views, with the L5, favoring regime
change to overthrow Saddam Hussein's regime.

The 45-minute claim was made in Blair's preface to an intelligence document that came out in

September 2002 and detailed the threat pozed bv Irag. The document, Blair said, was "clear" in

backing up the claim he made in the preface. Mo significant caches of chemical or biological
weapons have been found in lrag since the invasion.

"If wvou go back to that time, if vou read the executive summary and the information that
follows, | can't see how vou can come to a different con
45-minute claim,

British media quickly highlighted the claim and it filled the headlines of Brtizh newspapers the
next dav. But less than a vear later, after coalition forces had entered lrag, the media began
to question it, and the 45-minute claim was never proven.

"Your worry iz not simply, 'Is the intelligence correct so that | can act™ he added. "Your
worry is alzo if it iz correct, what am | going to do about it#™

clusion,” Blair said of evidence for the
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Telegraph
Iraq inquiry: the key questions for Tony Blair -
Telegraph

Sir David Omand , who was the government security and
intelligence co-ordinator, said the claim Saddam could launch WD
in 45 minutes was just "a kit of local colour" while Jack Straw said

Guardian

10 questions Tonvy Blair must answer at the Chilcot
inquiry | Politics | The Guardian

Campbell described Brown as "one of the key ministers" Blair
spoke to about Iragq. Geoff Hoon , the former defence secretary,
told the inquiry the Treasury under Brown forced military
planners to cut their budget, depriving British troops of
much-needed helicopters
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Figures 0.82
Quotes 0.93
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